
 

Message from the DCIG Chair 
Dear Members, 
  
At this time, as in other years, we were looking forward to the Annual 
Meeting, which this year was due to take place in Beijing.  We could 
have gotten together and shared information about our work in our 
respective settings. But it has turned out differently. Global social 
distancing measures have required us to think out of the box to come 
up with creative solutions. The HTAi Society has thus provided us, the 
members with the opportunity of virtual collaboration and 
participation. Share with us the time/ date for your workshops/ panels/ 
oral presentations and posters so that we can collate and post them in 

a supplement. 
  
The COVID-19 pandemic has created unprecedented disruption in our daily lives. Sometimes, it 
takes a crisis to force us to adapt and take on new opportunities.  With the launch of this newsletter, I 
encourage you to share guides, publications, announcements, news on HTA matters, and call for 
collaborations. Do feel free to contact me any time and give us feedback with your thoughts or 
ideas on the evolving role of HTA and evidence in your settings. 
  
Last but not least, I would also like to welcome Akofa Bart-Plange as our Technical officer for 2019/ 
2021! 
We will keep you posted on upcoming activities and hope for your active participation and valuable 
contribution to shaping our IG and this e-newsletter. 
  
Wishing you safety and good health. 
  
Jani Mueller 
Chair– HTAi Developing Countries in HTA Interest Group 

Meet the Founder of DCIG 
Prof. Joseph L. Mathew, a Pediatric Pulmonologist at the Advanced Pediatrics 
Centre, Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and Research, Chandigarh 
(India) is the Founder and former Chair of the Developing Countries Interest 
Group of HTAi. 

He is a leader of the Evidence Based Medicine movement and aims to translate 
research evidence to health-care practice in developing countries. He is active 
within the Cochrane Collaboration, Health Technology Assessment 
International (HTAi), Society for Medical Decision Making (SMDM), and 
Guidelines International Network (G-I-N).  

Joseph was the Founder Chair of HTAi Interest Subgroup for Developing 
Countries (2008-13) and recently initiated the G-I-N LMIC Working Group (2015). He has contributed 
significantly towards capacity building efforts for evidence-informed decision-making through the 
SIGNET Capacity and Capability Building programme. He is the lead author of EURECA (Evidence 
that is Understandable, Relevant, Extendible, Current and Appraised) and also developed the 
KNOW ESSENTIALS tool for evidence-informed decision-making in resource-limited settings.  

His motivation for being part of HTAi and DCIG was (and still is) to identify the most robust method of delivering 
evidence-based health-care in low resource settings. Prof. Mathew asserts that HTA helps to provide a local context 
to the application of global evidence. 

OVERVIEW 

The HTAi Interest Group on Developing 
Countries (DCIG) was established in 2008, 
during the Annual Meeting at Montreal, 
Canada. 

DCIG provides a platform to the members from 
developing countries to share experiences, 
discuss needs, challenges and solutions, raise 
HTA awareness, share opportunities for 
education and training and work together. 

ACTIVITIES 

The group is a communication platform for 
HTAi members from developing countries.  

Other members who are interested in learning 
about ongoing developments in these settings 
and would like to participate and contribute are 
also welcome to join. The members share their 
experiences, developments and activities in 
t h e i r s e t t i n g s , s h a r e r e s o u r c e s a n d 
announcements, discuss ideas and projects. 
This is a platform to help advance HTA at a 
global level. 

Please follow the link DCIG Membership to 
join! 

STEERING COMMITTEE 

Jani Mueller 

Joseph L. Mathew 

Yingyao Chen 

Andres Pichon- Riviere 

Rabia Kahveci 

Temirkhan Kulkhan 

Paulo Picon 

Alima Almadiyeva 

Akofa Bart- Plange (Technical Officer)

DEVELOPING COUNTRIES INTEREST GROUP (DCIG)
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HTAi NEWS AND EVENTS 

AN UPDATE ON THE HTAi 2020 ANNUAL MEETING  

T he decision of the Board of Directors to no longer hold the Annual 
Meeting 2020 in Beijing, China has been difficult to arrive at, but 
essential. HTAi, Fudan University, China National Health 

Development Research Centre (CNHDRC), and the 2020 International 
Scientific Program Committee remain committed to the goal of expanding 
our ability to mobilise and strengthen the global HTA community. In support 
of this goal, we continue our efforts to develop future international meeting 
opportunities in China. For more 
information, please follow the link 2020 
Annual Meeting 

2021 ANNUAL MEETING 

T he 2021 Annual Meeting will 
take place in Manchester, United 
Kingdom in June 2021. Abstract 

submission systems are expected to 
open in August 2020. 

For more information please follow the link Manchester 2021 Annual 
Meeting 

NOTICE OF MEETING – FIRST EVER VIRTUAL HTAi ANNUAL 
MEETING OF MEMBERS (2020) 

A s the driving force behind Health Technology Assessment 
international (HTAi), the Board of Directors cordially invites all 
members to participate and contribute during this year’s Annual 

General Meeting (AGM) being held on Monday, June 22, 2020, from 07:30 to 
08:30 MDT (UTC-6). The meeting is open to all active members of the 
Society. For registration, agenda and further information please click Annual 
General Meeting 
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If you are already a member, thank you for 
your commitment to HTAi and the 
Developing Countries Interest Group. 

If you are new and would like to register, 
or a standing member and would like to 
renew your membership please click the 
link Membership Registration and Renewal 
Portal 

To those who are not ready to commit to 
HTAi membership, but are interested in 
receiving information on digital content, 
please email the Secretariat at Non- 
Member Information Request using the 
subject line Attn: Digital Content. Your 
name will be added to a mailing list with 
regular updates. 

SCHOLARSHIPS AND TRAVEL GRANTS 
 HTAi offers various scholarships and travel 
grants to support individuals residing in 
low and middle income countries (LMICs) 
to further their studies and  knowledge of 
HTA. 

For more information please visit Jill 
Sanders Memorial and HTAi Educational 
Scholarship Guidelines and Application 
Forms 

DCIG ACTIVITIES

MEMBERSHIP 
INFORMATION

HELPFUL RESOURCES

DCIG NEWSLETTER 
CONTRIBUTIONS AND EDITORIAL 
TEAM 

If you would like to contribute or join the 
editorial team, please click this link to 
send an email

JOB OPPORTUNITY 
If you would like to 
join HTAi as a 
Research 
Coordinator, please 
follow the link to 
apply Research 
Coordinator Job 
Application
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BI- MONTHLY NEWSLETTERS

A s part of the activities planned out for our 
Interest Group, we would like to initiate 
the release of bi-monthly newsletters. The 

core purpose of the   newsletters is to showcase 
HTA activities (benefits, challenges, methods, etc) 
across all Lower-Middle Income Countries (LMICs), 
share knowledge, support capacity development 
and draw attention also to HTAi programs. 

In light of this, we would like to offer IG members 
the opportunity to contribute by sharing with us 
a n y p u b l i c a t i o n s , j o u r n a l s , w e b i n a r s , 
announcement, papers, stories, and any kind of 
information or activity happening (or which has 
already happened in the very recent past) in your 
country that would be of interest to the entire IG. 
We would also appreciate it if you could mention 
your country so we can highlight it in the 
newsletter subsequent edition. 

Please send your contributions to DCIG 
Newsletter

SURVEY RESPONSE FROM LMICs

1. Argentina 

2. Brazil 

3. Ghana 

4. India 

5. Japan 

6. Kazakhstan 

7. Malasia 

8. Nigeria 

9. Pakistan 

10. Paraguay 

11. Peru 

12. Moldova 

13. Romania 

14. Russia 

15. Uganda 

16. Uruguay 

17. Vietnam

A  big thank you to all members who 
r e s p o n d e d t o t h e s u r v e y o n 
“Understanding the Effect of COVID-19 

on HTA Globally” from the following Developing 
Countries.  

IMPACT OF COVID 19 ON DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES (Please Click the Links Below To Read the 
Following Papers) 

• Impact of COVID-19 pandemic on HTA

• Chloroquine and hydroxychloroquine in the 
treatment of COVID-19 with or without diabetes: A 
systematic search and a narrative review with a 
special reference to India and other developing 
countries

• Managing COVID-19 in resource-limited settings: 
critical care considerations

• Emergency and essential surgical healthcare 
services during COVID-19 in low- and middle-
income countries

• Psychological interventions during COVID-19: 
Challenges for low and middle income countries

HEALTHCARE TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT 
(HTA) AND COVID-19

• $2bn global coronavirus vaccine fund announced 
to support resource- limited countries

TOPIC: Usage and Barriers of Evaluating 

Evidence in LMICs in Response to COVID-19

TARGET MONTH: JULY 2020

FOCUS COUNTRIES: Malaysia and Ghana

Further details will be communicated during the coming weeks!!!

WATCH OUT FOR WEBINAR 3!!!
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PUBLICATIONS FROM DCIG MEMBERS AND NEWS

Is it about the ‘where’ or the ‘how’? Comment on Defining global health as public health somewhere else 

A commentary on defining Global Health published in BMJ Global Health 

The original commentary by King and Koski makes many important points, however Ambrish Singh and his colleagues feel 
that the definition they provide, suggesting that the field is distinguished by the geographical relationship between 
practitioners and recipients, is too limiting. 

They propose an alternative definition of global health as “public health everywhere," which takes into account the ‘how’ as 
well as the ‘where’, and we urge readers to emphasise equity in addition to geography. 

Shared by Ambrish Singh, PhD Scholar, Menzies Institute for Medical Research, University of Tasmania, Australia

The new definition of health technology assessment: A milestone in international collaboration   

An international joint task group co-led by the International Network of Agencies for Health Technology Assessment (INAHTA) 
and Health Technology Assessment International (HTAi) has developed a new and internationally accepted definition of HTA. 
This historic achievement was gained by bringing together leading HTA networks, societies and global organisations. 

New Definition of HTA: 

HTA is a multidisciplinary process that uses explicit methods to determine the value of a health technology at different points in 
its lifecycle. The purpose is to inform decision-making in order to promote an equitable, efficient, and high-quality health 
system. 

Shared by Wija Oortwijn, MSc, PhD, Vice President, HTAi (2019- 2021)

Call for participation in a survey on the impact of COVID on citizen’s lives 

The survey works on a large range of devices and systems and can be easily distributed via social media. 

The survey was created in Spain and has been translated into a range of other languages (Arabic, Turkish, Finnish, Spanish, 
English, German, Catalan, Basque, Brazilian Portuguese, Portuguese, Swedish / Persian, French, Italian). In Spain, the results 
have been and are being used to inform policy- making throughout the time of the pandemic, especially in the region of 
Valencia.  

The first results from Spain have been published “The Covid19Impact Survey: Assessing the Pulse of the COVID-19 Pandemic 
in Spain via 24 Questions.” (2nd April 2020) and the authors continue to evaluate the responses weekly to inform the political 
decisions relating to the regulations in the pandemic. They also strive to collect answers from other countries and to 
eventually compare the responses across countries.  

If you are interested, please check out the current results from Spain and several other countries across the globe via the 
following link Impact Survey Results 

DCIG and Patient and the Citizen Involvement IG (PCIG) are in contact with the original research group. If you are interested in 
using the survey more strategically in your own country please contact Anke Holtorf, who will be able to give you more 
information and make the necessary contacts. 

Shared by Anke-Peggy Holtorf, Managing Director at Health Outcomes Strategies GmbH

https://www.covid19impactsurvey.org/
http://arxiv.org/abs/2004.01014
http://arxiv.org/abs/2004.01014
https://covid19impactsurvey.org/results
mailto:PCIG.Projects@health-os.com
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/5/e002567
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-journal-of-technology-assessment-in-health-care/article/new-definition-of-health-technology-assessment-a-milestone-in-international-collaboration/8A3BA65D279F3FDAA83ADB3D08CF8C17
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NETWORKING SECTION 

H i folks, I am Ambrish Singh, a researcher working in the field 
of primary medical research, evidence synthesis, and 
knowledge translation. I am currently pursuing my 

PhD focused on epidemiology and health economics at the Menzies 
Institute for Medical Research, University of Tasmania, Australia.  

With a background of bachelor’s in Pharmacy and a master’s in 
Biotechnology, I have more than 9 years of work experience across 
various healthcare domains especially in India and have worked for 
leading consulting organisations, global medical device companies, 
and pharmaceutical company. My prior work majorly involved 
undertaking systematic reviews, health economics and outcome 
research, real-world evidence studies, and health technology 
assessment. 

I am always open to learn new research techniques and collaborate 
with like-minded researchers across the globe. Feel free to reach me if 
you think we can collaborate on something interesting. 

Twitter: @ambrishagastya

Thank You For Reading! 

Next Edition Will Be Out On The 10th Of August 2020 

If You Would Like To Contribute Or Join The Editorial Team, Please Click This Link To Send An Email
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