DEVELOPING COUNTRIES INTEREST GROUP (DCIG)
OVERVIEW
The HTAi Interest Group on Developing
Countries (DCIG) was established in 2008,
during the Annual Meeting at Montreal,
Canada.
DCIG provides a platform to the members from
developing countries to share experiences,
discuss needs, challenges and solutions, raise
HTA awareness, share opportunities for
education and training and work together.

ACTIVITIES
The group is a communication platform for
HTAi members from developing countries.
Other members who are interested in learning
about ongoing developments in these settings
and would like to participate and contribute are
also welcome to join. The members share their
experiences, developments and activities in
their settings, share resources and
announcements, discuss ideas and projects.
This is a platform to help advance HTA at a
global level.
Please click the link DCIG Membership to join!

STEERING COMMITTEE
Jani Mueller (Chair)
Joseph L. Mathew
Ying Yao Chen
Andres Pichon- Riviere
Rabia Kahveci
Temirkhan Kulkhan

Message from the DCIG Chair
Dear Members,
I hope that you have been enjoying the virtual conference, which started a some days ago and will
continue till December. In between, we are looking forward to welcoming you virtually at the
regional meeting in Ukraine.
My focus and goal is not only to increase our membership but also to serve your interests. How do
we do it? I believe we have incredible opportunities and expertise in the society to bridge the needs
of our members and a platform to discuss locally relevant topics. Together we can contribute
meaningfully.
Last month, the HTAi COVID webinar on LMICs was aimed at gaining a wider understanding of the
role of evidence and HTA in decisions about COVID-19 and sharing experiences that have been
most valuable for the represented countries in guiding decisions. We look forward to offering
webinars on topics relevant to the IG members in the upcoming months. Please email me a topic of
your interest.
Join us at our annual business meeting on August 11 if you want to make a difference.
With my very best,
Jani Mueller.

Meet DCIG Steering Committee Member
Professor Yingyao Chen
Professor Yingyao Chen is a Professor of Health Services at Fudan University School of Public Health,
(FUSPH), Director of the Key Lab of Health Technology
Assessment (National Health Commission) at Fudan
University and Director of World Health Organization (WHO)
Collaborating Centre for Health Technology Assessment and
Management, Shanghai, China. He is also the Associate
Dean of the FUSPH, responsible for international
collaborations.
He received his Bachelor of Medicine and Master of Public
Health at Shanghai Medical University in 1991 and 1997,
respectively, and his PhD in Management at Fudan University
in 2006. He took part in a visiting scholar programme at the
University of California, Los Angeles from 1999 to 2001.
He first approached HTA in 1991 when he took an international workshop of HTA in Shanghai
lectured by Drs David Banta and Egon Jonsson. He was impressed by the HTA theory, methods and
implications.

Alima Almadiyeva

His academic interests focus on health technology assessment, economic evaluation, and hospital
management, mainly technology assessment for maternal and child health, birth defects prevention,
medical equipment and device, public health interventions, and so on.

Akofa Bart-Plange (Technical Officer)

(Find out all about Professor Chen’s main activities on Page 5)

Paulo Picon
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HTAi NEWS AND EVENTS

2020 BEIJING ANNUAL MEETING
THEME: ATTAINING, MAINTAINING, AND SUSTAINING HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS IN A
CHANGING WORLD: THE ROLE OF HTA

MEMBERSHIP
INFORMATION

If you are already a member, thank you for
your commitment to HTAi and the
Developing Countries Interest Group
(DCIG).
If you are new and would like to register,
or a standing member and would like to
renew your membership please click the
link Membership Registration and
Renewal Portal
To those who are not ready to commit to
HTAi membership, but are interested in
receiving information on digital content,
please email the Secretariat at NonMember Information Request using the
subject line Attn: Digital Content. Your
name will be added to a mailing list with
regular updates.

SCHOLARSHIPS AND TRAVEL GRANTS
HTAi offers various scholarships and travel
grants to support individuals residing in
Low and Middle Income Countries (LMICs)
to further their studies and knowledge of
HTA.
For more information please visit Jill
Sanders Memorial and HTAi Educational
Scholarship Guidelines and Application
Forms

T

he HTAi 2020 Annual Meeting, which started this month and will continue till
November 2020, will focus on the roles that Health Technology Assessment
(HTA) can play in improving patient-relevant outcomes while sustaining
healthcare systems.

Attaining Universal Health Coverage (UHC) is a pressing issue for many
countries, particularly those with low and middle incomes. HTA is a
recognised tool for priority setting, making evidence-based resource allocation decisions,
and developing benefits packages to help achieve UHC. We also know that in these
healthcare systems and in countries that have achieved UHC, HTA plays an ongoing role in
progressing UHC and the sustainability of the healthcare systems.
However, current developments are challenging and changing treatment and
epidemiological paradigms. Prominent examples include ‘disruptive’ technologies, such as
cell and gene therapy, and the incoming data tide, including increased utilisation of existing
real-time data sources (like wearables), and modern technologies such as artificial
intelligence, blockchain, and big data architecture. The consequences for HTA and the need
to adapt is apparent, and must be faced
globally to ensure the continued
sustainability of healthcare systems in 2020
and beyond.
Membership grants you open access to:
•All publications in IJTAHC, the Society
Journal: IJTAHC Publications
•Collaborate with the Society Interest
Groups: HTAi Interest Groups
•Online tools and resources developed by
the Society members, and
•All non-annual meeting workshops and
webinars for the rest of 2020

160 ORALS

8 WORKSHOPS

22 PANELS

Click here to access HTAi Full Program plus
Login
For registration and more information, please follow the link 2020 Annual Meeting

www.htai.org

developinghta@mailer.htai.org
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WEBINAR REPORT: LMICS AND UTILISATION OF EVIDENCE TO INFORM DECISION

E

xperiences of the COVID-19 pandemic have varied among the global HTA community as has the place of evidence/HTA to inform
decision-making in health system responses.

In 2014, the WHO Resolution, WHA67.23, set out the value of HTA in support of universal health coverage especially to inform
priority setting, selection, procurement and use of health technologies as well as sustainable financing benefit packages. However,
a lack of local data and capacity issues (including expertise and institutions) means few developing countries have formal HTA
processes to support their pandemic response.
What evidence was used and how important were organisational and community/patient aspects?
Understanding how developing countries have made decisions to respond to the demands of COVID-19 may identify useful lessons for other
countries as well as opportunities for efficiencies and joint collaborations. The experiences of developing countries also enable developed countries
to reflect on their own experiences of HTA’s role in a pandemic from a different perspective.
The objective of this webinar was to understand the role of evidence and HTA in developing countries on decisions about COVID-19 and what
evidence or experiences have been most valuable for the represented countries in guiding decisions. What can other jurisdictions learn from this
and what are the opportunities for shared learning, efficiencies and joint collaborations going forward?
Four (4) countries showcased during the webinar were South Africa, India, Ghana and Uruguay, with a total of 125 participants who registered to join
the interactive session from a total of 38 countries around the world. To view the recorded webinar, please follow the link.
Below is a distribution of the backgrounds of registrants.
(Source: HTAi Secretariat)

BACKGROUND OF ALL 125 WEBINAR REGISTRATIONS

18
14
10

9
6
3

1

Aca demic/Rese archer

)

5
2

5

6

2
HTA Ag ency
Repr esenta ti ve

1

Indu stry Rep resen tative

7

5

4
1

Stu den t/New to HTA

2

5
1

Decisi on
Maker/ Go ve rnmen t
Offi cial

3

5
2

Cl ini ci an/ Health C are
Provi der

3

1

HTA Me th od olo gi st

For-Pr ofit Org anizati onal Membership

Individua l Member ship

Not-For-Profit Or ganiza tiona l Membership

Student/T rainee/Patient and Consumer Volunteer

2

1

Patie nt
Repr esenta ti ve/Patie nt

Hosp ital Ba sed HTA

1
Payer/ Re gul ator

None

HTAI REGIONAL MEETING UKRAINE 2020!!!

T

he HTAi Regional Meeting in Ukraine is a virtual event scheduled to take place on September 8-11, 2020, at 14:00 –
16:00 CET (+1 UTC). The theme of the meeting is INTEGRATING HTA INTO HEALTHCARE REFORMS IN
EMERGING SETTINGS.

The region’s emerging HTA market and strong local support make Ukraine an ideal location for capacity building
workshops for HTA stakeholders. This regional meeting will be organised by HTAi with in-kind support from
USAID’s SAFEMed project, which has been working side by side with local HTA experts in the establishment and
strengthening of the HTA function in Ukraine over the past several years.
The purpose of the meeting is to offer HTA education and training through workshops that build on regional HTA experiences and
facilitates the continuous cycle to develop HTA
capacity.
4 PANEL SESSIONS
✦

TOWARDS UNIVERSAL HEALTH COVERAGE, UNIQUE CHALLENGES
FOR EMERGING COUNTRIES

✦

CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES IN INTEGRATING HTA INTO
SUCCESSFUL HEALTH REFORMS

✦

HTA FOR TECHNOLOGY ACCESS DECISIONS: HOW TO SUPPORT
DEVELOPMENT OF BENEFITS PACKAGE AND PROCUREMENT
PROCESS

✦

WHAT SHOULD STAKEHOLDERS EXPECT FROM HTA: CAN WE WORK
TOGETHER FOR AN INTEGRATED, EFFICIENT SYSTEM?

www.htai.org

For registration and
the full program
details, please follow
the link:

UKRAINE
2020!

4 COURSES
✦

INTRODUCTION TO HEALTH TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT

✦

PRINCIPLES OF PHARMACEUTICAL PRICING POLICIES

✦

LIVE Q&A SESSION – HTA101 HOSTED BY HTAi BOARD MEMBERS

✦

HEALTH TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT OF MEDICAL DEVICES

developinghta@mailer.htai.org
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PAPERS AND PUBLICATIONS FROM DCIG MEMBERS
Citizen engagement in public services in low- and middle-income countries: A mixed-methods systematic
review of participation, inclusion, transparency and accountability (PITA) initiatives
Citizen engagement improves access to public services in low- and middle-income countries, but evidence on development
outcomes is limited. Interventions promoting citizen engagement in public service management involve participation,
inclusion, transparency and accountability (PITA) mechanisms. In low- and middle-income countries (LMICs), these
interventions are effective in improving active citizenship and service delivery, and may improve the responsiveness of service
provider staff for services provided directly by public servants (for example, in health).
In contrast, interventions providing information to stimulate pressure on politicians are not usually effective in improving
provider response or service delivery. There is insufficient evidence to conclude whether these interventions are effective in
improving wellbeing or the relationship between citizens and the state.
Read this informative journal on how governance interventions impact the quality of and access to citizen’s quality of life.
Shared by Denny John, Adjunct Associate Professor, Amrita Institute of Medical Statistics, Kochi, India

Application of evidence-informed deliberative processes in health technology assessment in low- and middleincome countries
Evidence-informed deliberative processes (EDPs) were introduced to guide health technology assessment (HTA) agencies to
improve their processes toward more legitimate decision making. A survey among members of the International Network of
Agencies for HTA (INAHTA) showed that EDPs can also be relevant for countries that have not (yet) established such an
agency. Therefore, the authors of this journal explored to what extent low- and middle-income countries (LMIC) applied the
steps and elements stipulated in the EDP framework and their need for guidance.
EDPs have the potential to provide steps for improving HTA processes. The results of this study can serve as a baseline
measurement for future monitoring and evaluation of EDP application in the responding LMIC. This could support the
countries in improving their processes and enhancing legitimate decision making when using HTA.
A very eye-opening and thought-provoking read.
Shared by Wija Oortwijn, MSc, PhD, Vice President, HTAi (2019- 2021)

Introducing Health Technology Assessment in Tanzania
Health technology assessment (HTA) is a cost-effective resource allocation tool in healthcare decision-making processes;
however, its use is limited in low-income settings where countries fall short on both absorptive and technical capacity.
Between the period 2014 and 2018, HTA was introduced in Tanzania with a formal HTA committee being established and
inaugurated followed by the successful completion and adoption of HTA into the National Essential Medicines List (NEMLIT)
revision process by the end of 2017. Consequently, the country is in the process of institutionalising HTA for decision making
and priority setting.
While the introduction of HTA process is country-specific, key lessons emerge that can provide an example to stakeholders in
other low- and middle-income countries (LMICs) wishing to introduce priority-setting processes into health decision making
This paper describes the journey of the introduction of HTA into decision-making processes through a case study revising the
National Essential Medicines List (NEMLIT) in Tanzania. It draws lessons on establishing and strengthening transparent prioritysetting processes, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa.
Shared by DCIG Editorial Team
www.htai.org

developinghta@mailer.htai.org
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ACTIVITIES OF HTAi MEMBERS
China is the most populous country in the world
with 1.3 billion people and is experiencing rapid
economic growth and social transformation.
Similar to many other developing nations, China
faces many challenges in its health sector, one of
w h i c h i s t h e a p p r o p r i a te u s e o f h e a l t h
technologies.
Despite the growing importance of Health
Technology and Health Technology Assessment
(HTA) as an evaluation and policy-making
support tool, it did not play a prominent role in Prof. Yingyao Chen (back row 4th from left and right) with some of his students at 2019 HTA Annual Meeting in China
China until 4 years ago when both the National
Health Commission and National Healthcare
Security Authority decided to use HTA to inform national policy making, such as the National Drug
Reimbursement List (NDRL), innovative technology transfer, Hospital based HTA, e.t.c.
In China, DCIG Steering Committee Member Yingyao Chen is one of the active HTA researchers who
works on HTA research, capacity building and as an advocator.
His major research projects include HTA in drugs and devices for diﬀerent kinds of diseases, HTA in
medical equipment (MRI/CT/PET-CT/robot surgical systems) and its regional health planning, HTA in
diﬀerent preventive strategies for birth defects (such as Down syndrome, congenital heart diseases,
thalassemia, etc). He has extensive experiences in economic evaluation of healthcare systems with
insuﬃcient local data/information of costs or eﬀectiveness.
He and his Fudan team organize China HTA Forum in the fall of every year, which is an HTA platform for
policymakers, academia, healthcare providers, NGOs, industry, and young students. HTA 101 by Cliﬀ
Goodman, Cochrane systematic review, and advanced economic evaluation courses are delivered regularly at
the Forum.
He produced the first Massive Open Online Course (MOOC) in HTA both in Chinese and English, which
received the National Excellent MOOC Award, and promoted HTA knowledge among the Chinese
audience.
He is excited to see the arrival of the “spring season” of HTA in China, and will be doing more HTA works
including sharing of knowledge, experiences and lessons with other developing
countries. HTAi’s annual meeting 2020 in Beijing would have been a very good event
for this, but the meeting was shifted to a virtual platform due to the COVID-19
pandemic. He is eagerly looking forward to the next opportunity to meet DCIG
peers and to explore the path to developing HTA in developing countries.

Thank You For Reading!
Next Edition Will Be Out On The 5th Of October 2020
If You Would Like To Contribute Or Join The Editorial Team, Please Click This Link To Send An Email.

www.htai.org

developinghta@mailer.htai.org
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