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Presenter
Presentation Notes
I’m going to talk about a project called SuRe Info (officially launched now!)SuRe Info is a new web resource that provides research-based information relating to the information retrieval aspects of producing systematic reviews, health technology assessments and other evidence syntheses.The aim of the project is to provide information specialists, and others who conduct systematic searches, easy access to the current methods papers related to information retrieval - and in that way support an evidence based information retrieval practice. 



Content of the session 

• Project background  
• Objective of the project 
• Project team 
• Structure and content of SuRe Info 
• Development process 
• Plans for the upcoming year 



Challenge  

 To stay up-to-date on the latest 
developments within information 
retrieval for systematic reviews, 
health technology assessments and 
other evidence syntheses 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Increasing numbers of methods papers about information retrieval to produce systematic reviews, health technology assessments and other evidence syntheses are being published in scientific journals, but it is time-consuming and demanding for information specialists and others involved in evidence synthesis to stay up-to-date with the latest developments in the field. In addition, all information specialists are likely to have to assess the same papers before putting evidence into practice. A common platform that provides an overview of current research evidence could help to meet this challenge, and in that way contribute to an evidence-based information retrieval practice.If somebody asks what is meant by other evidence syntheses: Rapid HTA: an HTA report where methodological compromises are made in order to meet shorter timelines Clinical practice guidelineClinical procedureEtc.



HTAi Interest Sub-Group on Information Resources (IRG) 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Within HTAi, there are nine Interest Sub-Groups that focus on different aspects of HTA. One of them is the Interest Sub-Group on Information Resources (IRG). The IRG was established in 2003, and is an international forum for information specialists and others who work on or are interested in information retrieval issues for health technology assessments and similar evidence syntheses. This Interest Sub-Group has currently about 180 members. In 2011 a small group of IRG members started to consider how to meet the continuing challenge of staying up-to-date on the latest developments within the field of information retrieval. In November 2011 they decided to establish a working group within the IRG and received some funding from the HTAi to start a project with the following objective … (next slide)



Objective 

 To develop a web resource providing 
research-based information relating 
to the information retrieval aspects of 
producing systematic reviews and 
health technology assessments 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
HTA and systematic review use, in many respects, the same methods for collecting, selecting, quality assuring and summarising the evidence. Both types of evidence syntheses are based on systematic literature searches. Subsequently, many of the same methods papers within information retrieval would be relevant when searching to inform the development of both of these products. 



Project  
team 

• Sari Ormstad, NOKC, Norway 
• Jaana Isojärvi, Finohta, Finland 
 
• Patrice Chalon, KCE, Belgium 
• Sigrid Droste, IQWiG, Germany 
• Steven Duffy, CRD, UK 
• Julie Glanville, YHEC, UK 
• Su Golder, CRD, UK 
• David Kaunelis, CADTH, Canada 
• Carol Lefebvre, Lefebvre Associates 

Ltd, UK 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NOKC = Norwegian Knowledge Centre for the Health ServicesFinohta = Finnish Office for Health Technology AssessmentKCE = Belgian Health Care Knowledge CentreIQWiG = Institute for Quality and Efficiency in Health CareCRD = Centre for Reviews and DisseminationYHEC = York Health Economics Consortium, University of YorkThe project team receives some funding from the HTAi, but the majority of the resource devoted to this project is voluntary. 

http://www.flags.net/NORW.htm
http://www.flags.net/FINL.htm
http://www.flags.net/UNKG.htm
http://www.flags.net/UNKG.htm
http://www.flags.net/UNKG.htm
http://www.flags.net/UNKG.htm
http://www.flags.net/GERM.htm
http://www.flags.net/BELG.htm
http://www.flags.net/CANA.htm


SuRe Info 
 

Summarized Research in Information Retrieval for HTA 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
At the beginning the project was entitled IR Reference Tool (IR stands for information retrieval), but many found this name to be not very descriptive of the content. The project group considered therefore alternate names for this web resource.We ended up with the name: SuRe Info – Summarized Research in Information Retrieval for HTAIt could easily be called just: Summarized Research in Information Retrieval -> since this web resource is equally relevant for those who conduct searches for systematic reviews. Since the SuRe Info is financed by the HTAi and is a working group within the Interest Sub-Group on Information Resources, we wanted to highlight the relevance of this web resource specific to the HTA doers.



 

SuRe Info is: 
 An open access website 
 A selection of up-to-date methods papers 

presented through summarized overviews 
 

 

SuRe Info is not: 
 A methods handbook 
 A comprehensive bibliography containing all 

published research evidence  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The aim of this web resource is to: Collect current methods papers within information retrieval for systematic reviews and HTA to one single websiteSummarize and present the research findings of these included methods papers (not only list references of included research papers)What SuRe Info doesn’t seek to be:A typical methods handbook  -> Over time, many organisations that produce health technology assessments, systematic reviews and other types of evidence syntheses, have developed their own policies with respect to information retrieval and management. Different practices exist with respect to issues such as which sources to search, what parameters or limits to apply, how to update searches, and how to report search processes and strategies. SuRe Info will not substitute these methods handbooks and search policies of different organisations, but the content of SuRe Info can be used when creating and updating the search guidance in such handbooks. SuRe Info will simply provide the most up-to-date evidence in the field of information retrieval, condensed into easily digestible format.A comprehensive bibliography containing all the published research evidence in the field of information retrieval -> That would be too ambitious and not very useful for the users either. SuRe Info seeks to help information specialists stay up-to-date in the latest developments by providing easy access to current methods papers, and in that way support more research-based information retrieval practice. 



Main target group 

 Information specialists and others who 
work with information retrieval for 
systematic reviews and health 
technology assessments  

August 12, 2013 9 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Even though all researchers involved in SR/HTA and users of SR/HTA will benefit from the website, the main target group will be information specialists and others who work with information retrieval for systematic reviews and HTA. 



Published as part of the HTAi Vortal 

http://vortal.htai.org/ 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
HTAi Vortal is an already existing web resource of HTA information (available to anyone; provides information relevant to all HTA doers, not just information specialists)SuRe Info is published as one of the four sections of the HTAi Vortal.

http://vortal.htai.org/


SuRe Info consists of two sections 
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1. Information on general search methods  
 common across all HTAs  

2. Methods to use when searching  
 for specific aspects of HTA 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The web site consists of two sections (entry to information): 1) Information on general search methods common across all HTAs2) Methods to use when searching for specific aspects of HTAWithin both sections there are chapters summarising the current research evidence. 



1. General search methods 

• Sources to search  
– How many sources to search? 
– Value of searching different sources 
– Value of seaching for different publication 

types/formats 
– Service providers and search interfaces 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first section (information on general search methods common across all HTAs) is divided into chapters concerning which sources to search, how to design search strategies, peer reviewing of search strategies, and how to document and report the search process. We first tried to identify existing structures that our project could adopt. We looked among others at the E-text and different methods handbooks (such as the Cochrane handbooks). This is the structure that we have ended up with. We have tried to pilot it with a selection of articles – but time will show if this structure will work or if it should be changed.Sources to searchHow many sources to search? (e.g. for specific product types; when to stop; evidence on size/direction of publication bias and ways to minimise publication bias)Value of searching different sources (e.g. unique contribution; overlap; database searching compared to other approaches, such as handsearching, pearl growing, similar records option available in some databases, full-text searching, Google, semantic analysis, contacting authors or experts; value of different sources for specific topics)Value of searching for different publication types/formats (e.g. dissertations, conference papers, on-going trials, web documents)Service providers and search interfaces (e.g. PubMed vs. Ovid MEDLINE) 



1. General search methods - continued 

• Designing search strategies 
– Strategy development 
– Search filters 
– Other limits: language, date 

 

• Peer reviewing of search strategies 
 

• Documenting and reporting the search 
process 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Developing search strategiesStrategy development (e.g. controlled vocabulary vs. text words; when to stop; adapting strategies between databases)Search filtersOther limits: language, date



2. Searching for specific aspects of HTA 
 The HTA Core Model® developed by the 

EUnetHTA (www.eunethta.eu): 
 

– Health problem and current use of technology 
– Description and technical characteristics  of technology 
– Safety 
– Diagnostic accuracy 
– Clinical effectiveness 
– Costs and economic evaluation 
– Ethical analysis 
– Organizational aspects 
– Social aspects 
– Legal aspects 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The second section of SuRe Info (methods to use when searching for specific aspects of HTA) is structured in accordance with the structure of the HTA Core Model, developed by European network for Health Technology Assessment (EUnetHTA). EUnetHTA collaboration aims at creating a standardized tool for doing HTA reviews. One of the main results of the EUnetHTA Project is the HTA Core Model which provides a framework for producing and sharing results of HTA (what questions an HTA should answer, how to answer the questions and how to present the answers). This model consists of different aspects/domains (domains are subsequently divided into topics and issues).Guidance and instructions on the use of the HTA Core Model is compiled into two handbooks: HTA Core Model for Diagnostic Technologies 1.0r and Core Model for Medical and Surgical Interventions 1.0r Since the HTA Core Model includes all the aspects of HTA and these aspects require somewhat different information retrieval methods and approaches, this model was considered to be the most suitable way to structure the second section of SuRe Info.Using the HTA Core Model structure in SuRe Info may also enable future collaboration with the HTA Core Model working group of EUnetHTA regarding search guidance and methods.

http://www.eunethta.eu/


Main 
menu 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Find evidence by browsingA click on a heading name will take the user to a chapter summarizing the current research evidence within the respective category/domain (a concise summary of the current research findings concerning the particular information retrieval aspect)As an example: if you want to know what the current evidence tells us about how and where to search for adverse effects data -> you click on the heading “Safety”



Chapter 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As long as there is available evidence, the chapters aim to include the following information:Introduction (definition of the domain from the Core Model Handbooks)Where to searchHow to searchReference listWe also consider providing the following information:When the page was last updatedWhen the page is expected to be updated 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The references are listed at the end of each chapter. Behind each reference there are three links:A link to the bibliography module of the HTAi Vortal where the user can find further reference details (Further reference details)A link to the full text of the article (Free full text), if availableA link to a structured appraisal of the included study, written by members of the SuRe Info project team (Publication appraisal). A specific format for structured summaries has been developed for this purpose. 



Publication  
appraisal 



Publication appraisal template 
Appraisal of: 

– Reviewer(s) 
– Full reference 
– Short description 
– Limitations stated by the study author(s) 
– Limitations stated by the reviewer(s) 
– Tags 
– Study type 
– Related chapter(s) 
– Supplemental publications to the study 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A specific format for the publication appraisals has been created.The group discussed if we should quality assess the included articles, but it was decided that we do not include any quality criteria because of extra work (e.g. defining criteria and listing excluded studies)Short description: Aim of the study and findings – altogether 5-6 sentences (the appraisal process shouldn’t be too time consuming)Distinctions are made between limitations of the study stated by the study author(s) and limitations to the evidence base (limitations of the document itself) noted by the reviewer (one of us).  Tags: Relevant keywords from our keywords list describing the topic of the paper -> this keyword structure will be shown in a minuteStudy type: single study, review or bothRelated chapter(s): Links to chapters were this particular study has been includedSupplemental publications to the study: previous publications associated with the same study



Appraisals  
catalogue 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The appraisals catalogue provides an overview of all publication appraisals (of all the included studies in SuRe Info)



Controlled vocabulary to tag articles 
A. The value of a publication type to SR/HTA; how to 

identify publication types 
B. Designing strategies where the general principles 

are described 
C. Designing strategies: specific  
D. Other issues related to information retrieval 

research for HTA 
E. Categories reflecting the elements which may be 

addressed within an HTA 
F. Study design (using MeSH headings) 
G. Topic area (using MeSH headings) 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A keyword structure (controlled vocabulary) to tag included papers has been developed and piloted.Keywords we have in the structure per today focus on subject indexing of the research. We have considered including keywords for publication type (meaning physical format of the document), but have decided to leave these out. We have chosen a broader level of indexing that we think we should stick to at the moment. To develop the structure further by creating more detailed indexing for research methods (how the research was done) in addition to the subject indexing (the topic of the research) is going to be a parallel, but separate process. A. Where the research paper explores the value of a publication type to HTA or investigates how to identify publication types one or more of the following index terms can be applied to the record. For example:grey literature (Scope: use to index papers investigating any publication format which is not a journal article, book or book chapter, collections of grey literature, how to identify grey literature and investigations of the contribution of grey literature to HTA)ongoing trials (Scope: use to index descriptions of this information type,  collections of trial records, how to identify ongoing trials or investigations of the contribution of ongoing trials as an information type to the HTA process)C. Designing strategies: specific (more than one may be applied to each record). For example:controlled vocabulary (Scope: this is used to index papers describing the development, use and strengths of controlled vocabulary either generally or specifically (e.g. MeSH) and how to identify controlled vocabulary terms to develop search strategies)hand searching (Scope: use to index papers providing explorations of the techniques and methods of handsearching and the value of handsearching for the HTA process)D. Other issues related to information retrieval research for HTA. For example:Search filters (Scope: use this with methods papers on search filter design, comparison of search filter performance)Limiting searches (Scope: use this with papers describing how to limit searches or studies on impacts of limits such as language, date, publication type, country)Peer reviewing (Scope: peer review of literature search strategies- how to do it, what to report and evaluations of the impact of peer review, resources for peer review)G. Selected high level MeSH is suggested for health occupations, health care and disease areas.



How do we identify studies? 

• Create an initial collection of research 
papers: 
– Our own reference databases 
– Cochrane Handbook’s Searching for studies 

chapters 
– HTA Core Model handbooks 
– Search in the Cochrane Methodology 

Register 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A collection of research papers was created using the reference management software Zotero. The collection contains 528 references retrieved from group members’ own reference databases, the Cochrane Handbook’s Searching for studies chapters, the HTA Core Model handbooks and the Cochrane Methodology Register. This collection has been used for piloting of the structure of SuRe Info, inclusion and exclusion criteria, publication appraisal template and controlled vocabulary.



How do we identify studies?   
- continued 

• Run chapter specific search strategies in 
selected relevant databases 

• Set up alerts for prospective identification 
of evidence 

• Get feedback from users 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In order to identify new evidence: The evidence is identified by running chapter specific search strategies in selected relevant databases (PubMed, MEDLINE, Embase, LISA (Library and Information Science Abstracts), Web of Science – citation indexes, Library, Information Science & Technology Abstracts™ (LISTA), CINAHL). To avoid duplication of work: We have obtained the search strategy from the authors of the Cochrane chapter for searching DTA studies that is used to update this chapter. We run that rather than create one of our own; For safety chapter we have obtained search strategies from Su Golder (who is one of the leading researchers in the field of searching for adverse effects data)Alerts are set up for prospective identification of evidence as well. 



Inclusion criteria 
1. Is the research question relevant to 

information retrieval for HTA? 
2. Does the paper provide most up-to-date 

evidence on a specific methodological 
issue? 

3. Does the paper include research findings of 
a completed scientific study or work? 

4. Are the methods described sufficiently? 
5. If search strategies are presented: are they 

documented transparent and reproducible? 



Inclusion criteria - continued 

6. Are the research findings still valid? 
7. Are the conclusions verified by the 

presented results resp. is the research 
question answered sufficiently? 

8. Are the results of the study or the project 
generalizable or usable to other HTA 
information specialists or transferable to 
other projects or studies? 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Exclusion criteria (if someone asks OR if time allows):Applications without new methodological input will not be includedAbstracts will be rejected if the same information is presented in a journal articleDouble publications will not be includedLetters or comments to the editor will be assigned to the related publicationIf a publication is updated the former document will be rejectedFull text is not available. Written documentation provided by an author on an unpublished study will be treated as full text.Individual studies or reviews presented and assessed in other evidence-based collections (such as the ISSG Search Filter Resource) will not be included. A link to the resource rather than the individual studies will then be provided.



How do we create the content? 

• Two authors per chapter 
• Chapter authors can not write appraisals 

for their own publications 
• Texts prepared by non-English speakers 

are checked by an English speaker 
• We try to avoid duplication of work and re-

inventing the wheel 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The group will try to avoid duplication of work. Where the evidence base is already well described and up-to-date, links will be provided to such resources.For example:We haven’t done much work on the chapter on Diagnostic accuracy, because:We will wait till the final and up-to-date version of the Cochrane DTA handbook chapter is published (should be around the corner).  An introductory text and link to the Cochrane chapter will then be provided from our chapter. We then prospectively try to identify new evidence (to identify papers published after the Cochrane DTA handbook chapter has been published), create publication appraisals to those papers and add information about them to the SuRe Info chapter.Julie has contacted the authors of the Cochrane DTA handbook chapter and obtained their search strategy that is used to update the Cochrane chapter for searching DTA studies. We run that rather than create one of our own. That way we can also feed material back to the Cochrane authors as we identify it and they can reuse it in their next update if they wish. 



Workspace on the net for sharing 
and documenting 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The project team collaborates via e-mail and holds regular teleconference meetings. An internal work space on the internet (at http://www.box.com) has been created for documenting the work process and sharing files:-> To save templates, minutes of the monthly status meetings, progress reports of our project group and other general documents. -> To have an own folder for each SuRe Info chapter where we save search strategies / alerts we have set up in the different databases and provide an overview of articles we have gone through in full text (reference, when read and by whom, included or excluded, and reasons for exclusion)  



Current status of the SuRe chapters  
Completed In-process 

Information on general 
search methods 
common across all 
HTAs 

Peer reviewing search 
strategies 
 

Documenting and 
reporting the search 
process 
 

Methods to use when 
searching for specific 
aspects of HTA 

Health problem and 
current use of technology 
Description and technical 
characteristics of 
technology 
Safety 
Diagnostic accuracy 
Costs and economic 
evaluation 
Legal aspects 

Clinical effectiveness  
Ethical analysis 
 



Plans for the upcoming year 
• Maintain and keep the completed 

SuRe Info chapters up-to-date 
• Provide further content to the 

website 
• Invite additional IRG members to 

the project group 
• Carry out targeted marketing 
• Plan future evaluation of SuRe Info 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The SuRe Info project group aims to complete the following work in the period 2013-14:To maintain and keep the completed SuRe Info chapters up-to-date. (If somebody asks: The frequency of updating will be based on an assessment of the rate of new publications relevant to the evidence base.)To complete further chapters: all chapters concerning methods to use when searching for specific aspects of HTA and a selection of chapters concerning information on general search methods common across all HTAsAdditional IRG members with appropriate content expertise will be invited to be involved in the project. The group will develop strategies for targeted marketing of the website, and will start to promote the SuRe Info resource as soon as possible. Relevant mailing lists, newsletters, journals, websites and conferences will be considered for this purpose. Strategies for the evaluation of SuRe Info will be developed. 



SuRe Info aims to… 

Contribute to an evidence-based  
information retrieval practice 

Serve as a common platform for  
HTA information specialists  
in different countries 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note: Slides 30 and 31 sum up what the aim of SuRe Info is and what SuRe Info can be used for.Now when launched – we hope and believe that SuRe Info will contribute to an…



What can SuRe Info be used for? 

• To keep up-to-date with information 
retrieval research  

• To provide an overview of current 
evidence to those new to the field of 
information retrieval for systematic reviews 
and health technology assessments 

• To find current evidence when updating  
search guidance of methods handbooks 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To stay up-to-date on the latest developments within information retrieval for systematic reviews and health technology assessmentsTo provide evidence-based information to those new to the field of information retrieval for systematic reviews and health technology assessmentsTo find the current evidence when updating own methods handbooks
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Flyer in the delegate bags

http://www.eahil.eu/journal/journal_2013_vol9_n2.pdf
http://www.eahil.eu/journal/journal_2013_vol9_n2.pdf


Please visit: 
 

http://vortal.htai.org/ 
?q=sure-info   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Flyer in the delegate bags

http://vortal.htai.org/?q=sure-info
http://vortal.htai.org/?q=sure-info
http://vortal.htai.org/?q=sure-info
http://vortal.htai.org/?q=sure-info
http://vortal.htai.org/?q=sure-info


Thank you! 
감사합니다 

 
David Kaunelis 

DavidK@cadth.ca 
 

Sari Susanna Ormstad 
sor@nokc.no  

mailto:DavidK@cadth.ca
mailto:sor@nokc.no
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